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The Essays of Elia are the most perfect type of the essay in
English Literature. They are egotistical, digressive, reflective, at
times deeply emotional, and steeped in pathos and delicate humour.
From a study of these alone we could gather materials for a bio-
graphy of Charles Lamb. Though the experiences on which many of
them were founded were anything but happy, they are narrated
without self-pity and with great charm, kindliness, and imagination.
The quaint, allusive, deliberately archaic style in which they are
written is obviously inspired and nurtured by Lamb's familiarity
with his beloved Elizabethans.
THE OLD AND THE NEW
SCHOOL-MASTER
MY reading has been lamentably desultory and jm-
methodical.   Odd, out of the way, old English plays, and
-.treatises, have supplied me with most of my notions,
,and ways of feeling.    In every thing that relates to
.science, I am a whole Encyclopaedia behind the rest of
:the world.   I should have scarcely cut a figure among
-the franklins, or country gentlemen,  in king John's
<days.   1 know less geography than a school-boy of six
weeks' standing.   To me a map of old Ortelius is as
.authentic as Arrowsmith.   I do not know whereabout
Africa merges into Asia; whether Ethiopia lie in one or
other of those great divisions; nor can form the remotest
.conjecture of the position of New South Wales, or Van
Diemen's Land.   Yet do I hold a correspondence with a
very dear friend in the first-named of these two Terrse
Incognitas.  I have no astronomy.  I do not know where
to look for the Bear, or Charles's Wain; the place of
any star; or the name of any of them at sight.   I guess
.at Venus only by her brightness—and if the sun on
.some portentous morn were to make his first appear-
,ance in the West, I verily believe, that, while all the

